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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND GLOBAL INEQUALITY
“Capitalism is an inherent source of inequality”, says
Thomas Piketty. The reality is that our lives are shaped by
a globalized capitalist system that perpetuates inequality on a global scale, configured by central countries the developed and industrialized nations - that consume
and exploit the resources of others, dependent on natural resources, that exist on their periphery (the so-called
“developing” nations), thus giving rise to the economic,
trade and geopolitical relationships that we see today.
As can be seen in the image below, the concentration of
wealth is the clearest indicator of inequality. The current
economic system undermines human rights, dismantles
public services, prevents peripheral countries from developing, destroys the environment, and inevitably prioritizes capital over people.
The impact of this inequality is palpable in our city, both
in global and local terms. In Barcelona, those in the richest neighbourhoods live up to 11 years longer than
those in the poorest, according to a study by Intermón
Oxfam.
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
For several decades now, a number of international organizations and rich countries have been promoting development cooperation in policy and citizens’ initiatives.
Paradoxically, however, there has been a marked increase in inequality in the distribution of wealth and well-being on a global scale during this same period.
The problematic and obsolete concepts of “underdevelopment” or “the Third World” appeared after the
Second World War, at the same time as the first steps
towards decolonization began to take place. At the time,
certain countries and societies (specifically the ex-colonies) were considered to be “lagging behind” Western
nations in terms of the stages required to reach developed status. This development was understood in economic terms: “The pro-development ideas of the 1950s
and 1960s, based on economic growth as a central goal,
and on confidence in unlimited growth, rendered the
collaborative development model dependent on economic strategies. The successive changes of emphasis in
the conception of the development are key to understanding the types of cooperation that exist in practice “.
(Diccionari Cooperació al Desenvolupament, d’HEGOA).

At this time, Western states introduced official aid
agencies with the aim of achieving both “modernization”
and development on these terms. It was a period
in which non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
held a humanitarian welfare focus based on covering
basic needs without consideration of socio-political
complexities, or of the role of the West itself in creating
these problems. This lack of perspective resulted in
superficial action, which did nothing to address or
change systemic injustices and inequalities.

UNHCR
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AECID FILIPINAS
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HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER-BASED APPROACH (HRGBA)
The current approach to development cooperation, the human rights and gender-based approach (HRGBA), begins
by identifying injustices and inequalities both between countries and extant within them. It seeks to promote access
to and protection of the human rights of everyone, paying particular attention to the discrimination and power imbalances suffered by women and girls, as well as by other vulnerable groups. As such, we understand that cooperation
must help in building a model of global justice, centered on meaningful and sustainable development for the entire
population.
Today, millions of people are condemned to lifelong poverty, an obvious sign that the so-called aid from North to
South represents a much less significant positive contribution than the negative contributions flowing in the same direction. A large part of these negative contributions are the result of actions by large corporations and states focused
on increasing profits and securing resources and markets.
It is clear, therefore, that the role of international cooperation in driving change within the current global system and
its ways of working is very limited. Instead, it is the self-organization of the citizenry, focused on driving change in their
everyday environment, which is they key to bringing about deep-rooted social change. One example from our part
of the world is the creation of the Sindicato Popular de Vendedores Ambulantes or street vendors’ union (for more
information, see the activity “Rethinking Cooperation”).

Protest against Bolsonaro, 2019 / ANDRE COELHO
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SUSTAINABILITY AND MIGRATION: ENVIRONMENTAL REFUGEES
For decades, a growth-based development model has
prevailed: the wealth of states is measured according
to economic indicators such as GDP (Gross Domestic
Product), the countries in the Global North and colonial
powers continue to exploit the natural resources of the
countries in the South, and cooperation policies are based on the export of Western economic and cultural criteria to countries which, though rich in natural resources,
are economically impoverished.
The idea of an economic model based on unlimited
growth in a world of finite resources inexorably leads us
to a dead end, with the degradation of the habitat in
which humanity lives and the spread of serious health
problems and natural disasters. One example of this is
the increase in forced population displacement for environmental reasons. According to UNHCR, between 20
and 25 million of the world’s current population have
been displaced as a result of disasters and climate change, most of them from sub-Saharan Africa and Asia. For
the time being, these people have no legal basis for
asylum. However, various international bodies are working to expand The Refugee Statute so as to include the
concept of “climate refugees”.

In 2019, 1% of the world’s population was displaced.
During the first half of 2019, 24.1 million people had to
leave their home due to the effects of climate change.
It is estimated that by 2050, one in seven people will
have been displaced. In this context, it is imperative that
we create alternative models that guarantee stable living
conditions in harmony with the natural environment. This
is why it is essential that specific actions of solidarity or
political activism be accompanied by broad processes of
transformation which initiate change in how we live and
work day-to-day, both as individuals and as a community.

SERLINDA VIGARA
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“Solidarity is the tenderness of the people”
Gioconda Belli
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GET A MOVE ON FOR TUVAL-YOU!
The archipelagos of Kiribati, Tuvalu and Vanuatu are some of the many small countries in Oceania facing extinction
over the next fifty years due to rising sea levels. This would force thousands of people to move to other countries.
Some are already doing so, having suffered other consequences of global warming, such as rising temperatures, floods
and salinization of crops. In this activity, we will take the case of these Pacific archipelagos as a starting point for exploring the causes and consequences of climate change. We will also look at how humanitarian emergencies that occur
far away from us often have a very close relationship with our actions and, above all, with those of the political and
economic elites of our countries.

•
•
•

Recommended age: From 9 to 12 years.

Approximate time: First part of the activity: 60-90
minutes. Second part: dependant on the scale of
the campaign.

Educational objectives

Necessary materials

Explore the causes and consequences of climate
change.
Determine the changes we can make in our daily
lives to help reduce CO2 emissions .
Plan and carry out an environmental awareness
campaign and political advocacy at local level.

•

paper and pens

•

poster paper and markers

•

device with internet connection

•

materials and resources to promote a cycling activity
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1. The sinking of Tuvalu

Let’s think about it

In a remote area in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, we
find some of the world’s smallest island nations: Kiribati,
Tuvalu and Vanuatu. These archipelagos, unknown to almost everyone until not long ago, have begun to make
news in media outlets and online. Why? We’ll watch the
following videos and search the internet for information
to answer this question.
Kiribati

Vanuatu and the Ebre Delta

Tuvalu

• What are Tuvalu and the lives of its people like?
• What environmental problems do people in Kiribati,
Tuvalu and Vanuatu face?
• The cause of the environmental crisis in the Pacific
archipelagos is climate change. Let’s investigate what’s
causing the planet to overheat and present what we
find.
• After familiarizing yourself with the story, what do you
think being an “environmental refugee” means? Let’s
look for information about this concept and present
what we find in more detail.

Tuvalu / FIDELIA ZHENG
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2. Solidarity begins at home
To help the people of Tuvalu, global warming needs to
be curbed, and CO2 emissions around the world need
to be reduced. Our day-to-day actions, however small,
have a positive or a negative effect on the processes of
climate change on this planet. Together, we’ll list daily gestures and habits that can help reduce CO2 emissions. Follow these instructions:

Read the “10 sustainable commandments” and write
specific actions to achieve each point.

1. Investigate where the majority of CO2 emissions
that are overheating the planet come from.

Proposal 2: Create a mural entitled “For a more sustainable educational space” that brings together propoals
for more environmentally-conscious and respectful habits. Once a month we can do a joint follow-up activity
and look at how much we have been able to meet our
challenges.

2. List all our daily activities that involve, directly or
indirectly, energy consumption: switching on the
lights, driving, leaving the tap on while brushing
our teeth or washing, buying products that come
from afar (food, clothes, shoes), etc.

Proposal 1: Create a mural entitled “Challenges for a
more sustainable life” that brings together things we can
do day-to-day, and share it so that it can be expanded
upon.

3. Take a closer look at energy consumption and
the environmental impact we have. We can do
an online test that calculates our environmental
footprint.
4. Finally, think about how we can meet our daily
needs (lighting, heating, commuting, eating,
etc.) and make proposals to encourage more
environmentally conscious and respectful choices
for doing so.

PETTER RUDWAL
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3. Pedal for climate justice
Today, we travel farther and more often than our grandparents and great-grandparents ever did. This has significantly
increased the number of cars on the roads and, as a result, has led to an increase in CO2 emissions. We often use the
car when we could use other, more efficient and environmentally-friendly means of transportation, such as the bicycle.
To raise awareness about the importance of using bicycles and other alternatives, we will organize a “bike ride for
climate justice” in our neighbourhood or town.
What?

Awareness action, denunciation, intervention, etc

Why?

Purpose of the action

Who?

Organizers, participants and target audience. We decide who we want to take part in the ride (we
can only do it ourselves, our association or school, or lead an initiative that invites all residents to
join).

When?

Date and Time. Depending on the type of participants, we decide a day and a schedule that we
think is appropriate.

Where?

Place. To consider: municipal instances in case it happens in a public space. We choose an area and
a route. We explain the project to the municipal authorities so that they can provide us with the road
safety necessary to carry it out.

How?

Define the agenda of the activity and the necessary material. We prepare communication materials
(posters, blog, social networks, etc.) and disseminate the initiative. We think of a motto that makes visible and summarizes the problem. Things to keep in mind: Prepare a good communication campaign
in order to spread the initiative and encourage participation and follow-up. Evaluate the action.
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PETTER RUDWAL
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ART IN ACTION
«We live our lives in a state of what one might call programmed nonchalance. We aren’t the only ones to live like this,
yet our nonchalance is all-encompassing. At the end of the day, it is the artists, freelance photographers and filmmakers of the world – rather than journalism and the news media - who’re challenging this. They are the ones making
an effort to provide images and take action to stir and unsettle European minds, even if only a little. Art is not, in this
case, a fast-moving watch, as Kafka once said, but rather an alarm clock that rings, reverberates and rings again, without waking us up, and much less forcing us out of bed.”Mercè Ibarz, journalist (2016)
In this activity, we will explore various artistic initiatives related to the humanitarian crisis and migration to the
Mediterranean, to understand their aims and assess their impact. To finish, we will create our own participatory artistic
project.

Approximate time: First part of the activity: 60-90
minutes. Second part: dependent on the scale of
the artistic project.

Recommended age: from 13 to 16 years
Educational objectives
•
•
•
•

Analyze various artistic and cultural initiatives which
support refugees and critique migration policies.
Become more aware of the value of artistic
expression as a component of social critique and
change.
Design, plan and carry out a participatory artistic
project at local level.
Come together with other stakeholders to build
community ties and achieve common goals.

Necessary materials
•

Paper and pens.

•

Device with internet connection.

•

Materials and resources for the agreed art project.
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1. Is art an alarm clock?
The author of the article El refugiats, l’art i la indiferència writes that “art is an alarm clock that rings, reverberates, and rings again.” What does this phrase mean?
We read the text and work out a joint answer.

Let’s think about it
•

What is it that artists do, that most of the media
don’t?

•

What role, therefore, can artistic expression play in
social critique and change?

•

In pairs or small groups, we choose one of the
following projects, look for information related to it,
share it and assess it with the rest of our classmates:
o Sara Shamma: World Civil War Portraits.
o Iván Sikic: performance The gold series:
Madrid chapter at the Arco art fair in Madrid.
o Ai Weiwei: photographic representation in
homage to Aylan.
o Bansky: graffiti on the facade of the French
embassy in London.
o Jordi Savall: concert at the Calais refugee
camp.
o Pallasos en rebeldía: FestiClown at the border
fence in Melilla.
o Stop Mare Mortum: Faces of the Mediterranean, artistic and participatory approach.
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2. Solidarity on stage
In addition to individual artistic endeavours which
speak up for refugees, there have been and continue
to be various practical examples of collective solidarity
involving the use of the arts and culture as a resource
to raise awareness and funds. One example of this is
the 2016 edition of the Esperanzah Festival. We’ll take
a look at the project website and read the following
article to find out what it’s all about.

Let’s think about it
•

Who is behind the project?

•

What message are they trying to spread?

•

Who else is involved?

•

Who finances it?

•

Where will the funds raised by the festival go?

“The kiss in Syria” / AZZAM
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3. Creativity for a better world
We are all creative. Together, we come up with a participatory artistic or cultural project- be it dance, music,
photography, painting, video, literature, theater, circus, or another discipline - to express our solidarity.

What?

We design our artistic project through a co-creative process:
We begin by brainstorming a long list of ideas (even if they seem crazy, we won’t rule any out for now).
We can write them on a board, on a mural, or on small pieces of paper that are then placed in a bag.

Why?

From the whole list, we choose the three ideas we like best. We weigh up the pros and cons and, finally, we think about how to put them into practice. We choose the one that we find most interesting and
viable.

Who?

Organizers, participants and target audience for the event.

When?

Date and Time.

W h e r e ? Place. To consider: municipal instances in case it happens in a public space.

How?

We plan how we will carry out the project:
We list the tasks that need to be done.
We arrange them chronologically and draw up a project completion schedule.
We calculate what resources we will need to carry out the project and think about how we will obtain
them.
We assign roles and tasks to the various members of the group.
Finally, we share our artistic project so that it has the greatest possible communicative impact!
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WHAT KIND OF COOPERATION DO WE WANT?
In the current global socio-economic context, the transformative impact of development cooperation is limited and
sometimes, if not properly managed, can become another form of cultural domination and colonialism. International
cooperation must begin at home, with a critique of everyday habits that are behind the inequalities and human rights
violations that exist on a global scale. In this activity we will reflect on these issues.

Recommended age: from 17 years

Approximate time: 1 hour each section

Educational objectives

Necessary materials

•

Reflect critically on development cooperation.

•

Paper and pens.

•

Situate North-South solidarity in the context
of global power relations and North-South
exploitation.

•

Device with internet connection.

•

Question the prevailing development model and
evaluate other alternative proposals.

•

Gain understanding that meaningful solidarity
must be based on participatory, equitable and
intercultural relationships.
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1. Thought-provoking humour
We look at some satirical drawings by the cartoonist Andrés Rabago Garcia, El Roto, and we talk about what social
critique he is making in each of them, and what ideas about development cooperation he wants to raise. Then we look
at this image and another. We talk about their meaning and compare them to the social critique of “El Roto”.
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2. Satire for a more ethical communication of international cooperation
Radi-Aid is an annual awareness campaign created by
the Norwegian Aid Fund for Students and Academics
(SAIH).The goal of Radi-Aid is to challenge perceptions
of poverty and development, changing the way fundraising campaigns are promoted, and breaking down dominant stereotypical representations.
We have put together a selection of five Radi-Aid videos
to highlight how NGOs, associations and other organizations view cooperation, international volunteering and
charity:
Who Wants To Be A Volunteer?
The Radi-Aid App: Change A Life With Just One Swipe
Africa Corp. Radi-Aid 2.0
Africa For Norway - New charity single out now!
How To Get More Likes On Social Media

Let’s think about it
• What issues does each video talk about? What are they
trying to get people thinking about in relation to development cooperation?
• Did you identify with any videos?
• What stakeholders are involved in cooperation?
• How do you think certain examples of North-South
solidarity challenge the global North-South system of
power and exploitation?
• Do you know of any alternatives to this model of cooperation? Do you think there are things we can do to
promote genuine global justice?
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2.2. Rethinking cooperation
Another cooperation is possible, one which deconstructs paternalistic or ethnocentric models that undervalue the
capacity of countries in the South to work for their own development. In recent years, a commitment to cooperation
has emerged between countries of the South - South-South cooperation - which consists of undertaking coordinated
action between international and academic organizations, civil society and the private sector, in order to work more
closely and share knowledge, skills and good practices in specific areas such as agriculture, human rights, urbanization,
health, climate change, and more. All of this is founded on the basis of a recognition of local skills and knowledge as
tools for the improvement of specific conditions and situations.
The Second United Nations High-Level Conference on South-South Cooperation in 2019 provided more than 100
positive examples of South-South cooperation, such as Cuba’s support in the fight against Ebola in West Africa, Mexico’s sharing of expertise in diversifying food products to improve health and nutrition in Kenya, Colombia’s sharing of
knowledge of strategies to reduce hunger in Mesoamerican countries, and Chile’s contribution to Caribbean countries
on product labelling as a measure to end obesity, among many others.

•
•
•

Let’s think about it
What differences can you see between North-South and South-South cooperation?
What do you think of this new paradigm of cooperation? What new values does it encompass?
What message are they trying to spread?

DANIELLE MACLNNES
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In our country, we can see exciting examples of social changed based on civic self-organization. One of these is the Sindicato Popular de Vendedores Ambulantes, or street vendors’ union, an organization that both speaks out against the
institutional racism and police persecution suffered by documented migrants, and actively engages in social change. Its
motto is “legal clothing by illegal people”, drawing attention to the contradiction of people who the system considers’
illegal’ being able to produce a ‘legal’ product, and highlights the rights of street vendors as well as the practices of
the social and solidarity economy. You can find them in the heart of the Raval neighbourhood, on Carrer d’En Roig, 13.
Let’s think about it
•

What does “think global, act local” mean to you?

•

Do you think that the street vendors’ union is an example of this slogan? In what way?

•

How do you think local efforts can influence things globally?

•

Do you know of other similar examples of civic self-organization in your neighbourhood or city?

Papalae Abdoulaye at the Top Manta store in Barcelona / ROBERTO PALOMO
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3. What can I do?
We invite you to find out about the different options for actively participating in transforming your surroundings. You
have many options at your fingertips, both close to home and thousands of miles away. For example, there are a
wide range of volunteering options: it’s a question of finding the one that best suits you. Volunteering can provide an
opportunity for mutual learning, social change, personal growth, and a deeper appreciation of the issues society faces.

ANNEX
The Ten Commandments of Sustainability (pg 11)

Plant your own seed (pg 23)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Care for water
Save energy
Produce less waste
Use recyclable packaging
Avoid chemical products
Avoid using plastic bags
Reuse paper
Move around by bike or on foot
Care for animals and plants
Think global, act local for sustainability

Cartoon strips (pg 19)
NGO: “The generous colonialist”
THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
INSUSTAINABLE: WHAT A PROGRAMME!

Neighbourhood associations, community centres,
support networks, self-managed social centres, local
groups…
LOCAL VOLUNTEERS
Recreational groups for children, volunteering with older
people, animals, sports centres. To find out more, visit
https://voluntaris.cat/
WORK EXCHANGES
A work exchange is a community working project carried
out by 5-20 international volunteers over a period of 1
to 3 weeks.
INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEERS
You can take advantage of the wide range of grants
for studying, training and volunteering offered by the
Erasmus programme. You can also volunteer with NGOs
all over the world.

A project of:

Produced by:

With funding from:
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“Everyone can start their own little revolution
inside themselves when they come out of the
shell of selfishness and begin to think about
everything and everyone else”
Gianni Rodari

